
Atlantic Canada Opportunities AgencyAtlantic Canada Opportunities Agency

Federal Support to Small- and 
Medium-Sized Enterprises

The Impact on Survival, Growth and Productivity

Terry Thomas

Maurice Mandale

September 2001



Atlantic Canada Opportunities AgencyAtlantic Canada Opportunities Agency 2

Percent of firms surviving in each year
Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

ACOA clients Unassisted firms

Start-up Firm Survival Rates: All Industries

Figure 2



Atlantic Canada Opportunities AgencyAtlantic Canada Opportunities Agency 3

Percent of firms surviving each year
Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5
0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

80

ACOA clients Unassisted firms

All Industries Firms with less than 20 Workers

Start-up Firm Survival Rates: 

Figure 3



Atlantic Canada Opportunities AgencyAtlantic Canada Opportunities Agency 4

Percent of firms surviving each year
Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5
0

10

20

30

40

50

60

ACOA clients Unassisted firms

Start-up Firm Survival Rates: Firms with 20 and more Workers

Figure 4



Atlantic Canada Opportunities AgencyAtlantic Canada Opportunities Agency 5

Percent of firms surviving in each year
Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5
0

20

40

60

80

100

ACOA clients Unassisted firms

Start-up Firm Survival Rate: Business Services

Figure 5



Atlantic Canada Opportunities AgencyAtlantic Canada Opportunities Agency 6

Percent of firms surviving in each year
Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

ACOA clients Unassisted firms

Start-up Firm Survival Rates: Tourism

Figure 6



Atlantic Canada Opportunities AgencyAtlantic Canada Opportunities Agency 7

Percent of firms surviving in each year
Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

ACOA clients
All firms

Unassisted firms

Start-up Firm Survival Rates: Manufacturing

Figure 7


